
Nga mihi, 

 

 

 

 

 

Adrienne Scott-Jones 

Acting Principal 

Kia ora and welcome to Trident for Term One, 2020. 

 

Our Principal, Mr Gurney, is away on sabbatical so it is my              
pleasure and privilege to lead the school for the first term and get 
the school year underway. Other staff affected by this change for 
Term One are Mrs Reddish, who will continue to be Acting Deputy 
Principal and Mr Rowland who is joining the Senior Management 
and Leadership Team as an Acting Assistant Principal. They will 
work alongside the Deputy Principals Mrs Haydon-Howard and 
Mrs McCaull, and our Assistant Principal, Mrs Bellamy.  

We are delighted to welcome new staff to the school –                     
Ms Hurst will replace Ms Nolan for terms one and two in Science, 
Mrs Knight, who will be teaching Social Studies and helping some 
of our senior students to fill in gaps in their learning from 2019, 
and Mr Waaka who will be joining our Maori Department.                   
In addition, we have pleasure in welcoming back Mr Dobbin,           
Technology and Mrs Thompson, Photography/Art.  

Trident has a fabulous team of experienced and effective teachers 
who, refreshed from the summer break, are ready to work with 
our students and help guide them to academic success. They will 
work in partnership with you to set up great working routines 
which will support students learning both at school and at home. 

The new year is an excellent opportunity to start fresh and put in 
place routines and habits to ensure our students are going to have 
the best chance of success. Key habits to establish are –  

 students leave home in the proper uniform for school 

 students leave home on time for the bus or to walk to school  

 students attend school every day without exception 

 students have a place and a set time for doing homework at 
home 

 senior students share their term planners with you at home to 
manage the range of assessments across their subject areas 

 junior students leave their phones at home 

If these routines are in place, students have a better chance at 
succeeding in school. If there are any obstacles to these habits that 
we can help with, contact your student’s Form Teacher or Dean as 
the first point of call and let us work together to solve any                 
problems. 

Partnership with whanau is a key focus for us and we want to  

build strong connections with you for 2020. There will be lots             

of opportunities for whanau to join us in school – information   

evenings, meet and greet the teachers evenings, student led           

conferences and also an informal Korero Café held in the Library 

every second Thursday from 2:45 – 4:00 pm. Bring a friend, bring 

your tamariki and come and have a cup of tea and share with us 

your ideas, suggestions, comments on what is working well at the 

school and what could be better. Let us get to know you, and          

support your students’ success through an active partnership. 

 

 

On a final note, some housekeeping to help with the smooth           
running of the school.  

Uniform and school gear is an expense for whanau and it is helpful 
to label or mark everything that your student brings or wears at 
school. This will aid in returning lost property or identifying owner-
ship of gear.  

Bringing a phone to school can cause problems for students; this is 
an  expensive item and if lost or stolen it can be distressing. 
Phones can also be a distraction if misused in class and they             
reduce student interaction during break time and lunchtime. 
Phones are NOT allowed in class and will be confiscated if                  
misused. Please don’t contact students on their phones during 
school time as this disrupts their learning and gives mixed                  
messages about phone use in school. The school asks that junior 
students don’t bring a phone to school and that senior students 
who bring a phone are supported by whanau and parents in            
reaffirming the school rules around phone use.  

Whilst I have identified all the opportunities for us to meet as 
teaching staff and whanau, the school also has, of course, an open 
door policy and you are welcome at any time. If you are concerned 
about your student or need clarification about school academic 
programmes or systems, please contact the Deans at the year 
level or a member of the Senior Management and Leadership 
Team for help. We also have a highly effective Guidance team led 
by Angela Barr in the Student Services Centre. 

I look forward to an exciting, busy and fulfilling first term for our 
students, in which we work together to ensure they have the best 
possible opportunities for success. 
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KIA MANAWA NUI—HAVE COURAGE  

 

Thursday 6th February            Waitangi Day 

Wednesday 12th February     School Photos 

Thursday 13th February          Café Korero Library 2.45pm—4.00pm 

Thursday 27th February  Athletics Day 

Please follow Trident High School 

News on Facebook for regular 

updates on our fantastic Trident 

Community. 

Please email thompsonsh@trident.school.nz with details of 

your child’s achievements so we can chat to them and share 

their success.  Many thanks! 

Thank you the Shuler family at White Cross Orchard for our               
watermelons and Wynand Kruger at Countdown for the donated  

food for our Powhiri, it was most appreciated and  enjoyed by all.  

Thank you to all who made our Powhiri night a memora-
ble and successful introduction to Trident for our new 
whanau.  We had Year 9 students looking fabulous in 
our Trident  uniform, engaged and supportive whanau 
contributing to their students education right from the 
outset.  Year 13  Peer Support Leaders demonstrated 
maturity and  confidence in welcoming our youngest 
members of the school to Trident and teachers ensured 
that the evening was informative, supportive and set the 
tone for our exciting year ahead. We go forth with pride 
and excitement into what will be a great 2020. 

 


